EXTRA

January 2026

News around our Catholic cluster parishes

Wednesday 31 December

2025 Mother of God

St Joseph’s, Whitnash 7.00 pm

Thursday 1 January 2026 New Year’s Day

Celebration of Mary,

Drinks and snacks to toast the New Year

St Joseph’s, Whitnash 10.00 am

St Francis, Baddersley Clinton 10.30 am Followed by Adoration and Benediction
at11.30 am

Our Lady’s, Lillington 11.00 am Sung Mass

St Charles Borromeo, Hampton-  12.00 noon

on-the-Hill

St Francis, Kenilworth 12.00 noon

Tuesday 6 January 2026 Solemnity of the Epiphany

St Francis, Kenilworth 10.00 am

St Peter’s, Leamington 10.00 am 7.00 pm

Our Lady’s, Lillington 12.00 noon

St Joseph’s, Whitnash

9.30 am (in St Joseph’s Primary 7.00 pm (in church)

School, Rowley Road. All
parishioners welcome).

A Big Thank you

Christmas is special in every parish, but | am sure | can
speak on behalf of all the clergy of our cluster of parishes
when | say a big THANK YOU to the many people who have
cleaned, decorated, set up cribs and otherwise prepared
our churches this Christmas. To all those who have sung
and served at our altars, to the Sacristans and others
behind the scenes who have prepared for Mass and tidied
away again. Thank you to all for making our celebrations of
the Lord’s birth, and the Masses of the Octave with their
different saints and themes, all so wonderful.

From the Parish Priests there is also a particular thank you
for the Christmas Offerings and generous gifts we have
received. Christmas is one of only two occasions in the
year when the Diocesan schedule states that the collection
is for the clergy of the parish. It is part of the clergy’s
expected income and is declared and taxed accordingly.
Any other gifts around Christmas time are of course just
given and kept in full. Canon David Hartley

New Year begins with Mary

Each new year begins with the celebration of Mary, Mother
of God. St Joseph’s has an evening Vigil Mass on New



Year’s Eve at 7.00pm followed by a drink and a snack to toast the New

Year (already arrived to much of Asia!

Epiphany

On Tuesday 6 January we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of
the Lord - a Holyday of Obligation in this country and indeed most of
the world. See table on previous page for Mass Times in some
churches in our cluster. At St Joseph’s the 9.30 am Mass will be in the
school, and all are welcome to attend. Fr Kevin will come to celebrate
the 7.00 pm Mass at St Joseph’s.

Mass times in January

Most clergy try to take a few days off after Christmas. Please check the
weekly newsletters for any changes to Mass times. Our Deanery
Website is looked after by Con McHugh from Stratford parish. He does
his very best to update all the information for each weekend so we can
find out what is happening locally. See Newsletters — Banbury &
Warwick Catholic Deanery

Christmas Crib Offerings

Friends of the Holy Land is the beneficiary of the 2025 Christmas Crib
offerings at St Francis, Kenilworth and St Joseph’s, Whitnash. St
Francis is also supporting Aid to the Church in Need. Both charities
support the lives of Christians in areas of persecution and difficulty.
Thank you for your support for these charities.

Men’s Group

At St Joseph’s a Men’s Group was started nearly two years ago as a
particular suggested initiative coming from the synodal groups in
Catholic Leamington. The monthly pub meals have been continuing in
different venues since then. About a year ago, regular Ladies’ nights
out followed and soon we have the radical step of both groups going
out for a joint meal! This takes place on Wednesday 4 February at 7.45
pm at the Heathcote Pub. To confirm a place, please contact Peter
Lawson on 01926 430176 by Monday 2 February.

Theatre Trip

WAGS Gang Show on Saturday 28 February at 2.15 pm at the Royal
Spa Centre. Tickets cost £15. Please contact Jackie Patterson on
07903 435060 by Wednesday 21 January if you are interested in going
with the group.
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The statue of Our Lord Jesus Christ
decorated for the Christmas
Octave.
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St Francis’ Youth Group

Saturdays, once a month (usually the second Saturday), from 3.30 pm in the
Church Hall. Fun, games, snacks, music and prayer. Age 11 and up, with the
opportunity for older young people to help out. The Vigil Mass at 5.30 pm will
be led by the youth.

St Peter’s Carol Concert

Thank you to all who attended our choir Carol Concert in December. The
concert was well attended and even attracted extra people who had heard
us rehearse earlier in the day! The theme this year was “Around the World in
Carols”, with carols and Christmas songs spanning six continents, our
audience were treated to carols sung in English, Spanish and Ewe (a
Ghanaian dialect), traversing the globe from Japan to Venezuela. As always,
we finished with a heartfelt rendition of O Holy Night, followed by an
impromptu A cappella = i
of Feliz Navidad!

The proceeds have
been shared between
the parish’s SVP group,
the young adults’ group | /CSE=
and the youth group, .
thus ensuring our
parish’s work can
continue for another
year and cater for all
generations. New choir
members are always welcome. For details, please contact Anne-Claire on
07963 430860.

Candles for Ukraine collection

Do you have any stubs or candles you don't need? At St Francis, Kenilworth,
Jackie is collecting candles to send to Ukraine where they are melted and
reformed in tins to be used by both troops and civilians in that war ravaged
country. Her Ukraine contact would be so grateful if you could help in this
way. There is a collection box in the Narthex at St Francis Church. Thanks in
advance.

Eucharistic Ministry

In the New Year St Francis, Kenilworth will be providing training for Ministers
who would like to support the pastoral care of the housebound with
Communion visits. If this is something you would like to be part of, please let
Fr Ryan or Fr David know. A DBS update will be necessary.

SVP Warm Hub Café

SVP COMMUNITY WARM HUB CAFE- there will be no SVP Community Warm
Hub café at St Francis, Kenilworth, on Tuesday 30 December, but we meet
as usual on Tuesday 6 January 2026.

DIARY DATES

JANUARY 2026

6 January: St Francis,
Kenilworth. SVP Community
Warm Hub Café re-opens.

6 January: St Francis,
Kenilworth. S.A.L.V.E Meeting.

13 January: St Peter’s Come and
Play Toddlers’ re-starts.

13 January: St Peter’s Pastimes
Community Warm Hub re-starts.

18 January: Warwick Mayor’s
Thanksgiving Mass, St Mary
Immaculate.

18 January: St Francis,
Kenilworth. S.A.L.V.E New Year
Lunch.

18 January: Christian Unity
Service, St John the Baptist
Church, Berkswell.

25 January: Archbishop Bernard
celebrates Mass at St Mary
Immaculate.

FEBRUARY

4 February: St Joseph’s
Whitnash. Joint group meal,
Heathcote Pub, 7.45 pm.

13 February: St Peter’s,
Leamington. SPAN Quiz

Pilgrimage to Assisi

Fr Patrick & Fr Ryan are running a
joint pilgrimage from 2-6 March
2026.

The cost is £725 (sharing) or £825
(single). Please see the form on the
St Mary Immaculate website (under
‘Assisi Pilgrimage’ on the left-hand
side) for all the details including how
to book.



S.A.LV.E New Year Lunch

This is replacing St Francis, Kenilworth’s, usual Advent
Lunch. A two-course meal will be served in the Parish
Centre on Sunday 18 January in aid of Mary's Meals at
12.30 pm for 1.00pm. Tickets, costing £8.00, will be on sale
after Mass 3/4 and 10/11 January and places will be
limited. Further details from Angela on 01926 864568.

S.A.L\V.E.

Our next Meeting will be on Tuesday 6 January 2026 at
10.30 am in the Parish Centre. We will finalise our
arrangements for the New Year lunch and discuss further
donations in the future. New members very welcome.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

A service for Christian Unity will be held on Sunday 18
January at 4.00 pm in St John the Baptist Church,
Berkswell. The theme this year is ‘Light from Light for Light’
and it has been prepared by the Armenian Apostolic
Church. All welcome, light refreshments will be served
afterwards.

Healthcare Volunteers in Lourdes

Are you a doctor, nurse or carer? Would you consider
donating your time and expertise on the 2026 Lourdes
Pilgrimage? Every year sick pilgrims are able to make the
journey to Lourdes thanks to the support of a dedicated
Healthcare Team. Without their expertise many pilgrims
would not be able to go. If you are a healthcare
professional and would like to try something new, please
consider joining us. You will make a real difference. For
more information, and to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage
Pack and an application form, please visit https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage.

St Peter’s groups

The Come & Play Toddlers’ group will restart on 13 January
2026 at 9.30 am as will the Pastimes Community Warm
Hub (at 12.00 noon).

Our Lady’s 100 Club

Thank you all for your kind support for Our Lady’s 100 club
in 2025. We were able to hand Fr Stephen £1,068.00
towards the parish funds for which he was very grateful. As
you know this money is going towards the £200,000 needed
for the church roof fund. It’s now time to be thinking of
subscriptions for 2026. If you already have a number,
perhaps you could think of getting an extra number one for
your children/grandchildren as a present —who knows they
could even win something! If you haven’t been in the draw

before and would like to join, itis £1.00 per number (£12.00
per year). You can have as many as you wish. There are two
prizes every month - 1st prize of £25.00 and £15.00 for 2™
prize. To be able to give a third prize of £10 we would need
at least 175 numbers in the draw every month. If you wish
to take part, please let either Sue Sugars or Fr Stephen
know. Or you could put the cash into an envelope with your
name and telephone number and how many numbers you
would like and leave it in the sacristy.

Our Lady’s Church Vision

Following our recent talks, please fill in a yellow ‘Talents
Challenge’ card and place it in the secure box in Church.
Each of usis being called to help put our Vision for OL into
action (starting by making the Church watertight) by doing
one or all of the following: join a Vision & Action group;
review regular 2nd collection giving' & or make a financial
pledge. Remember all pledges will be doubled! And
remember too, if the roof isn’t watertight the building will
become unusable.

St Peter’s & Our Lady’s Pastoral Council
Members are always happy to hear parishioners’ ideas,
comments or suggestions about any aspect of the life,
buildings and activities of the two parishes. Members’
details are pinned up in the porches of both churches.
Speakto a memberin person, write a note and put it
through the presbytery door, or email either the parish
office or Martin Foley, who chairs the council, at
martinfoley73@gmail.com

2025 Statistics St Peter’s & Our Lady’s

The average Sunday attendance at both churches has gone
up compared to 2024. In 2025 it was 375 at St Peter’s and
145 at Our Lady’s. Additionally, St Peter’s celebrated 27
baptisms, six weddings and 42 funerals. At Our Lady’s
there were four baptisms and six funerals.

First Holy Communion, Warwick

The date of First Holy Communion in St Mary Immaculate
has been fixed for Sunday 5 July 2026. The parents’
information session (children welcome too) will take place
on Friday 16 January at 5.30 pm at the church.

Votive candles, Warwick

In the coming weeks we will begin a trial of the St Killian’s
Votive Burning System. The St Killian’s system claims to be
the safest, cleanest, most environmentally friendly votive
system in the world. The candles in the system are smoke


https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage

free, which will help preserve our newly decorated the ones of Blessed Margaret Pole and Blessed William
churches from smoke damage. They’re endorsed for their Freeman.
safety by the largest insurer to the Catholic Church in the

world. The system does not use any plastic or aluminium. Culture and Conflict in Ethiopia

Allthe candle wax from the system is recycled. We also There will be a talk in church on Friday 30 January 2026 at

hope the beauty of the system enhances your experience of
lighting votive candles. We look forward to your feedback.

7.00 pm in St Mary Immaculate Church. Culture and
Conflict in Ethiopia - from saving wall paintings to saving
lives —is anillustrated presentation by Lisa Shekede and
Warwick Mayor’s Thanksgi"ing Mass Stephen Rickerby on the art and culture of Ethiopia’s

This will take place on Sunday 18 January at 11.00 am. We  ancient painted churches, and the origins and activities of
will welcome Councillor Jackie D’Arcy, the Warwick Town their charity Desta Ethiopia. Entrance is free. See website
Mayor and members of the Town Council to Mass. for more details.

Visit of Archbishop Bernard

His Grace will celebrate Mass on Sunday 25 January. Part of
the Mass will see him bless the new icons in the Ambo and

Avery big THANK YOU to all our donors in 2025

Over the pastyear, we have once again been able to
give money to a variety of good causes both at home
and abroad as well as to our core beneficiaries: New
Chapters, Young People First, the Food Bank (all in
Leamington), the House of Light and Hope in Beirut and Mission
Hospitals in Kenya and Uganda. Using Frank Garvey’s legacy we
continue to support projects in Africa: Coco’s (working in South Africa),
Temwa (in Malawi), Global Care (in various African countries where the
need is greatest) and to CAFOD for the Darfur region of Sudan.

Our Christmas appeal, which is still open, has attracted your usual
generosity and with our reserves we have been able to purchase £5,000
of supermarket vouchers, which have been distributed to families in
the Catholic primary schools identified by the schools, and to
Children’s Centres and Social Services to give at their discretion. Also
several refugee families have been identified by the SVP or
parishioners and are extremely happy to get a small amount of help.

One quote received:

‘We would like to express our sincere thanks for the £50 vouchers our family
received. This generous support has meant a great deal to us, and we are truly
grateful. At this happy time of the year, we would also like to extend our
warm wishes to you, your team members, and your families, and thank you all
for the wonderful work you do for the community.’

THANK YOU ALL!

IF you would like to donate to our Christmas campaign, the Just Giving link is below.
More help is still needed, and it would be good to respond.

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/spanxmas25
AND we would love you to see and follow our new Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/share/1DCfZ4yYgP/ Do visit and ‘like’ us.

FOR YOUR 2026 DIARY -- SPAN QUIZ NIGHT FRIDAY 13™ FEBRUARY AT ST
PETER’S HALL. Proceeds to New Chapters and Young People First.



JfP

Justice and Peace in Catholic Leamington

A small number of parishioners from the Leamington churches who work together to raise
awareness in our faith community about justice and peace issues locally, in our country and around the
world.

— about current concerns such as asylum seekers, children and families,
care for the environment and mental health.

- Fifty-four cards were sent to people suggested by ACAT (Action by
Christians against Torture). These covered five countries and were signed by individual parishioners. A ray
of hope for the prisoners.

- we had Justice and Peace stations of the cross, composed by the Jesuit Refugee
Service on Mondays in St Peter’s Church during Lent. A collection for the JRS was held.

We work with the parish representative, helping to promote CAFOD’s campaigns — there were
soup lunches in Lent and for Family Fast Days. The primary schools took part in the Walk for CAFOD Lent
appeal and there were school talks by the representative.

- we work with the Live Simply group — who had a stall at Ecofest in September on the Pump
Room Gardens where CAFOD was promoted and signatures obtained for CAFOD’s campaign to drop the
debt for those countries who are worst affected by climate change.

We prepared Bidding Prayers for the Season of Creation (September) and commemorated the go™

anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as a special article in EXTRA for this event.

- we wrote to our MPs individually about the Immigration and Asylum Bill and others. Two
members went to Westminster in July to join a lobby of Parliament on Climate Change and Debt as it
affects the developing world. Many organisations were there, CAFOD amongst them, as well as many
different faith groups and charities.

This is not an exhaustive list — but there is much more that could and should be done if we had more
people. Every little helps! We would love you to join us - everyone can make a difference, bringing a
different skill set and perspective.

We welcome people from across the local cluster — not just Leamington. Some meetings are at St
Peter’s Church and some on Zoom but we are flexible! Suggestions welcome.
If you would like to hear more contact



