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11m™ JANUARY 2026: FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEAR A
Vigil of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

4:45-5.15 p.m. St Francis Confessions

5:30 p.m. St. Francis Youth Mass Anne Cosgrove & John Carroll (R.I.P.) (Brid & Richard)
Sunday 11t January: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

8:30 a.m. St. Augustine  Mass People of the Parish

10:30 a.m. St. Francis Mass Jim McCarthy (R.L.P.) (Lynda)

Philip Mitchell (R.I.P.)(Joseph & Jane)
Monday 12t January: Feria
9:30 a.m. St. Francis Mass Ints. of Sandra and family

Private Intention (Keeler)

Tuesday 13t January: Feria
12 noon St. Francis Mass Linda Stearn (R.I.P.) (Sheila)
2:00 p.m. Crackley Hall School Mass People of the Parish

Wednesday 14t January: Feria
10:00 a.m. St. Augustine  Mass Ints. of Fr. David and family
Joanna Bazen (R.I.P.)

Thursday 15t January: Feria
No Mass today

Friday 16t January: Feria
7:30 p.m. St. Francis Mass Rev Archie Snell (R.I.P., ann.)

Saturday 17 January: St Anthony, Abbot
10:00 a.m. No Morning Mass or Confessions
12 noon $t. Francis Nuptial Mass Marriage of Peter and Heather

Vigil of the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:45-5.15 p.m. St Francis Confessions

5:30 p.m. St. Francis Youth Mass People of the Parish

Sunday 18t January: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:30 a.m. St. Augustine  Mass People of the Parish

10:30 a.m. St. Francis Mass Giuliana Boldetti & Tadeusz Kopanski (R.I.P.) (Fiaschi)
Tom Silver (R.I.P., ann.)(Liam)

NB 4:30 p.m. St. Francis Prayer Service for Christian Unity Week

Please pray for those who are sick, those who have died recently and those who anniversaries occur at this time.

SAFEGUARDING The Parish operate in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdiocesan policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Jill Barr who can be contacted
at sg.stfrancis.kenilworth@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on 0121 230
6240 or af safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.

This Parish is part of THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM: Registered Charity 234216



A message from Fr Ryan: This week we commemorate the
feast of the Lord’s Bapfism and it's good fo reflect on
Baptism as a parish community. In my few years as a priest,
it's been a privilege to baptise people who ranged from 8
days old to 81 years old. All the other sacraments build
upon baptism. It's the foundation of our faith.

| understand that sometimes people are worried about
asking for baptism for all sorts of reasons, particularly the
fear of rejection or having to meet some particular
standard. | have known this in my own personal experience
growing up as a Catholic and hearing about people being
denied baptism for their children.

That is why, as a priest, | actively talk about baptism and
encourage people to consider baptism so that people can
feel at ease. All are truly welcome and if you have any
questions about baptism or around this issue, then do
contact me directly.

I wonder if you will also help me in letting family and friends
know about the possibility and availability of baptisme A
parish is more than a priest, and the kingdom of God is built
up by all members of the body of Christ, so | ask for your
help especially in this area for growth in our parish mission.
And for those who are already baptised, let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism. Pope Francis spoke about this
repeatedly and he offered this meditation:

“"And we can ask ourselves: am | aware of the immense gift
| carry within me through Baptisme Do | acknowledge, in
my life, the light of the presence of God, who sees me as
His beloved son, His beloved daughtere And now, in
memory of our Baptism, let us welcome God'’s presence
within us. We can do so with the sign of the cross, which
fraces in us the memory of the grace of God, who loves us
and wishes to stay with us. That sign of the cross reminds us
of this. Let us do it fogether: In the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Angelus, 2024).

JUBILEE YEAR- on the Epiphany we saw the closing of the
holy doors, marking the end of the holy year. Over 33.5
million pilgrims went to Rome as part of the holy year from
185 countries. The Church is truly intfernational.

SCHOOL MASS At Crackley Hall School, CV8 2FT, this
coming Tuesday 13 Jan at 2pm. All are welcome to join for
our school Mass which is held in the school halll.

THIS WEEK WE HAVE OUR YOUTH GROUP which runs on
Saturday afternoons, once a month 3.30-5.30pm. Any
young person from year 6 to year 9 is welcome, with
opportunities for young people year 10 and above to
become young leaders. Future dates: 8 February and 8
March. Please consider inviting vyour children or
grandchildren. For more information, parents or guardians
can call 07879 420009.

PARISH SOCIAL- SALVE NEW YEAR LUNCH. Join in our parish
social event with a two-course meal which will be served in
the Parish Centre on Sunday 18 January in aid of Mary's
Meals at 12.30pm for 1.00pm.

Tickets, costing £8, will be on sale after Mass this weekend.
Places are limited so please book now. We look forward to
seeing you for this parish social. For further details, please
call 864568.

PLEASE NOTE that there will not be morning Mass or
confessions on Saturday 17 Jan. We pray for Peter and
Heather who will be getting married in St Francis Church at
12 noon that day. May God bless them and their families.
MASS INTENTIONS are always welcome, particularly for
weekday Masses. If you'd like to have a Mass celebrated
please complete the envelopes at the back of church.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2024- The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity is observed from the 18-25
January — the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. This year’s
theme is from Ephesians(4:4): “There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling”. We are hosting the Prayer Service for Unity on
Sunday 18 Jan at 4.30 pm at St Francis Church. Please
come along to support this time of prayer and to welcome
fellow Christians in Kenilworth. It is a liturgy of the Word with
readings shared by members of the different
congregations. We need help with welcoming/stewarding
and also with tea/coffee after the service. If you are
available to help please contact the Parish Office.

A MEETING FOR PARISH READERS- OLD AND NEW We are
holding an information evening this coming Tues 13 Jan at
7pm in St Francis Church for parish readers, including
anyone who is contemplating becoming a reader. This
meeting offers general information for those interested in
reading in the parish and a refresher for our current reading
team. If you can’t make this date, please let Fr Ryan know.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER MEETING- If you are already a
Eucharistic Minister and would like to consider helping with
pastoral sick visits, then we are holding a meeting on Friday
30 Jan at 6:30pm in St. Francis Church. Also, if you would
like to hear about what is involved in being a Eucharistic
Minister, then, please also attend this meeting to see if this
is something you would like to be involved with in the life
our parish community.

ALTAR SERVERS- congratulations to our two altar servers
receiving a silver medal for 10 years service in the guild of
St. Stephen. What an achievement. Our young people are
great ambassadors of the faith.

If your child might be interested in altar serving, and they
are in Year 4 and above, please let Fr Ryan or Fr David
know. Training will be provided.

SVP’s South Sudan Christmas Appeal has reached the truly
wonderful amount of £8,245-90 and a huge thank you to
everyone who donated, especially to the three
parishioners whose personal donations totalled £6,000.
CANDLES FOR UKRAINE- Thank you so much for your
wonderful response to the request for candles. | was able
to deliver three full carrier bags to the church of Our Lady
of Lourdes in New Milton. The contact there sends her
thanks and prayers to you all. The candle collection box
will still be in the narthex.

SVP COMMUNITY WARM HUB CAFE- The SVP Warm Hub
continues to meet every Tuesday morning (10am to 12
noon) in the parish hall, offering a welcoming, friendly
gathering with hot and cold refreshments. Everyone is
welcome.

CHRISTMAS CRIB APPEAL- This weekend is the last weekend
that the crib is displayed. If you haven't already done so,
please consider supporting the two charities: Friends of the
Holy Land and Aid to the Church in Need. Both are
supporting the lives of Christians in areas of persecution
and difficulty. Thank you for your support. You can also pay
be contactless payment.

FINANCIAL MATTERS - Thank you for your generosity
Collection for 3/4 January: £565

Electronic payments now about £1200 each
week. At St. Francis Church you can give by
credit or debit card using the card reader or
scan this QR code to donate online.

HOW TO HAVE YOUR CHILD BAPTISED Please complete and return a Baptism Request Form to Fr Ryan — available in the

church and on the website.

HOW TO BECOME A CATHOLIC Please contact Fr Ryan and he will help guide you on this journey
SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION Is available on Safurdays 10.30-11 & 4.45-5.15 and by appointment



