EXTRA

November 2025
EXTRA is for all the parishes in our Mission - Hampton-on-the-_,

Kenilworth, Leamington, Lillington, Warwick and Whitnash. Please submit
articles by 23 November for the December edition to:
catholicclusterextra@gmail.com

‘
SUNDAY MASSES
St Augustine St Charles Borromeo St Francis St Joseph’s
Kenilworth Hampton-on-the-Hill Kenilworth Whitnash
SATURDAY 5.30 pm Vigil
SUNDAY 8.30am 9.00 am 10.30 am 10.00 am
5.30 pm
WEEKDAY MASSES
MONDAY 10.00 am 9.30 am 9.30 am
TUESDAY 10.00 am 12.00 pm 9.30 am
WEDNESDAY 10.00 am 12.00 pm
THURSDAY 12.00 pm 7.00 pm
FRIDAY 10.00 am 7.30 pm 10.00 am
SATURDAY 10.30 am 10.00 am 9.30 am
SUNDAY MASSES
St Mary Immaculate Our Lady’s St Peter Apostle
Warwick Lillington Leamington
SATURDAY 6.00 pm Vigil 5.00 pm Vigil
SUNDAY 11.00 am 9.15 am 11.15am
WEEKDAY MASSES
MONDAY 9.00 am
TUESDAY 9.30am 10.00 am
WEDNESDAY 10.00 am
THURSDAY 10.00 am
FRIDAY 9.30 am 10.00 am
SATURDAY 10.00 am

Mass times given above are regular scheduled times. Please check individual parish
newsletters for any changes. These are available on the Deanery website:
https://banburyandwarwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk




All Saints and All Souls

O ne of the church’s traditions is the Litany of the Saints.
We pray it at Ordination, at Baptism, at Easter and then
right at the other end of the journey. | was reminded of this
recently when praying with someone in A&E. We pray a
litany in the commemoration of the dying. Whether in
baptism or in accompanying the passage into eternal life,
the saints are asked to pray for us.

Every litany of the saints ends with a general plea that all
holy men and women pray for us. | used to think that this
last plea was a bit of an afterthought; that we’d run out of
names, or that we’re covering all bases.

And yet it is a bold proclamation that the church, while
recognising individual giants of history, also holds up the
underdog — the ones whose names we might never hear,
whose stories we might never know — and says, look here,
there is ultimate recognition, there is ultimate
acknowledgement, that good triumphs. Can we hear the
names of our deceased relatives and friends here?

And what a wonderful reminder of future. What if we make
this claim for the future also by our leaning into God’s grace
in the ways we can so that our prayer is sought confidently
and we are incorporated into that great call upon all holy
men and women. By God’s help, this one day will mean us.
Amen. So shall it be.

Fr Ryan Service, St Francis & St Augustine Kenilworth
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Strictly comes to Whitnash!

St Joseph’s first Tea
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Q(ljk Dance will be held on

v

{4 Saturday, 8 November.
\ Doors open 2.00 pm for a

_, 2.30 pm start. There will

be a mix of Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence and Line Dances. Come and
enjoy those Strictly favourites: Waltz, Slow
Foxtrot, Quickstep, Rock & Roll with some
other fun dances. Beginners welcome.
Some dances will be taught, others you
might like to follow. Have a go or just come
to watch — the dancing should be fun either
way! For tickets (£4.00) contact Paul by
email paulhayden444@gmail.com or buy

them on the door.
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Welcome Fr Ryan

Greetings to all in the Catholic Cluster. I’'m Fr Ryan and | have the
privilege of ministering to the community of Kenilworth and
surrounding villages, serving St Francis and St Augustine
churches.

The area is not entirely new to me as | studied
il English at Warwick Uni a few years ago, living
§ on campus and in Leamington, so | have fond
memories of attending Mass in St Peter’s.

[ look forward to getting to know you as we
. move forwards together and as we share a
‘common mission to support and strengthen
our parish communities. People like to think
in terms of pastoral plans and priorities, and
. this can be a useful way of focussing our
L prayerful efforts. Some of these
considerations might be: to grow in love of
the Lord, through the Sacraments and through prayer and
community; to enable others to find a place of sanctuary and to
see our churches as places to learn and discern faith; to be
equipped to fully participate in the life of society; and to facilitate
interaction between different generations. Please pray for me as |
take up ministry in this area. Fr Ryan

Fr Ryan’s Induction Mass

Canon David, our area Dean, will celebrate a Mass of Induction for
Fr Ryan on Friday 5 December at 6.30pm in St Francis Church,
followed by drinks and light refreshment in the Parish Centre.
Thanks to those involved in organising this in an already busy
season! Please do come together to mark this important parish
event and to welcome those who will also be visiting for the
celebration.

Diocesan Giving Campaign

The whole diocese is beginning a campaign to look at our regular
planned giving to the Church through our local parishes.
Representatives from several local parishes met for a training
session in August, and each parish is deciding when best to

deliver the content, adapted to the particular needs in each
community.

St Joseph’s, Whitnash, has already started with the Archbishop’s
Letter read out at Mass. There is a follow up leaflet and a talk will
be held to help us understand how best to respond to almost
unchanging levels of giving across the Diocese while our costs
have gone up 50% in the last eight years. Canon David

DIARY DATES

8 November: St Joseph’s, Whitnash.
Afternoon Tea Dance, 2.00 pm.

11 November: Young Adult’s Faith on
Tap-inspired meet up, 7.00 pm, Old
Post Office opposite St Mary
Immaculate.

15 November: St Peter’s Christmas Fair,
1.00-3.30 pm.

16 November: World Day of the Poor
22 November: Blessed Robert
Grissold’s Save the Children Christmas
Fayre,10.00 am to 2.30 pm.

22 November: Quiz Night, Blessed
Robert Grissold.

22/23 November: St Mary Immaculate,
Warwick. Friends of the Holy Land
Christmas Stall after Masses. Bring
cash!

23 November: St Francis, Kenilworth.
Lunch and Presentation for Fr Kevin.
25 November: Newman Association,
Coventry Circle, monthly talk. Sister
Mary Deane on ‘Religious Roles in a
Changing Church’ at 7.30 pm, St Thomas
More Church, Coventry (CV3 5DE). This
will be followed by discussion and
refreshments. Also available via Zoom.
Details from fergus_sp3(@yahoo.co.uk
29 November: Our Lady’s, Lillington.
Christmas Fair.

29 November: St Mary Immaculate,
Warwick. Advent Poetry Retreat, 2.00-
5.30 pm. Please book a place in
advance.

DECEMBER
5 December: St Francis, Kenilworth.
Induction Mass for Fr Ryan, 6.30 pm.
6 December: St Joseph’s, Whitnash.
Gala Dinner: Bollywood - food, dance
and fun.
7 December: Our Lady’s, Lillington.
Joint Advent Service, 3.00 pm.
13 December: St Francis, Kenilworth.
Parish Advent Retreat Day. Please book
a place in advance.
14 December: St Peter’s Choir
Christmas Concert, 5.00 pm.
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Deanery Pastoral Forum

Clergy and lay representatives from our cluster of
parishes met on 29 October for a wide-ranging
discussion. This followed agenda items suggested
from our different parishes, helping us to work
together now and prepare for a future of much
closer cooperation. On 20 November we will meet
at St John’s, Banbury, for the Deanery Pastoral
Forum — with Bishop Richard in attendance - to
help us further understand how the diocese will
adapt to lower clergy numbers over the next few
years. Please pray that we may all be able to adapt
to the many changes ahead, and also for those
attending these meetings. Fr David

Priests’ ages in the Archdiocese

As we consider in the diocese the possible
merging or even closing of parishes as numbers
change, both of laity and clergy, some statistics
about the ages of our priests are illuminating.
There are about 190 Diocesan Priests, of which 59
are over 75 years old (31%); 65 are 65-75 (34%); 42
are 51-64 (22%); and 24 are under 50 (13%). There
are nine seminarians currently. Future change is
unavoidable but remember that God is also God of
the future and that the Holy Spirit will guide all
who faithfully seek His help. And pray for
vocations! Is there a man in your family who might
be being called...? Fr Stephen

World Day of the Poor

The ninth World Day of the Poor will be celebrated
on 16 November. The theme for this year’s
observance is “You are my hope,”

inspired by the Psalms. In his message for §&
this occasion, Pope Leo XIV underscores
the importance of recognising the poor
not merely as recipients of charity, but as
“protagonists of hope.” He calls for the
creation of policies aimed at combating
poverty and encourages the faithful to
participate in practical actions that
embody Christian charity.

The World Day of the Poor was
established by Pope Francis in 2016
through his Apostolic Letter, Misericordia
et Misera. Its purpose is to draw attention
to the issue of poverty and to inspire acts
of charity and solidarity with those in need. The

first observance was held on 19 November 2017,
with the theme “Let us love, not with words but
with deeds.”

St John Henry Newman, Doctor of the
Church

Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed St John Henry
Newman a Doctor of the Church and named him
co-Patron of the
Church’s educational
mission alongside St
Thomas Aquinas.

St. John Henry
Newman, who
converted from
Anglicanism to
Catholicism in the 19th
century, penned 40
books and 21,000
letters. Pope Leo said
in his homily that “Newman’s impressive spiritual
and cultural stature will surely serve as an
inspiration to new generations whose hearts thirst
for the infinite.” He noted that St. John Henry
Newman penned the hymn “Lead, Kindly Light,”
and continued “The task of education is precisely
to offer this Kindly Light to those who might
otherwise remain imprisoned by the particularly
insidious shadows of pessimism and fear.”
Our Lady’s, Lillington
Just Desserts was once again a tremendous
success. Four different soups whetted our
appetite, then a huge array
il of tasty puddings to follow.
It was a full house and every
morsel eaten, which is
always a good sign! We were
entertained throughout the
. evening by Liz and Martin
- playing beautifully in the
N background, but we gave
them time off for good
behaviour (and to get their
W supper). The fantastic
A\ \ amount of £837 was raised.
' This will be distributed soon
L& amongst the different
charities Klndald supports. Once again thank you
to everyone who supported us by buying




tickets, donating puddings and money donations.
A big thank you to all behind the scenes. It’s hard
work, but we do it with love. Sue Sugars

Blessed Robert Grissold, Balsall Common

Our ever-popular Quiz Night will return on 22nd
November - put the date in your diary! Kathy and
Bob will be taking names and money after Mass

your name will be at the Masses on 8/9
November. Numbers for this event are restricted
as it is a sit-down meal. To defray some of the
costs for the catering, we will be asking for a
suggested donation of £10.00 per adult and £5.00
per child. There will be retiring collections on the
8/9 and 15/16 November should you wish to
contribute to Father Kevin’s presentation.

Parish Advent Retreat Day

for the quiz night. The cost is £10 which includes

hot dogs and mince pies. Teams of 6 or less or join
others on the night. Kathy will also be taking
names of those willing to help with the food!

Save the Children Christmas
Fayre

This will be held in our Parish
Room on Saturday 22nd
November from 10.00am to
2.30pm. Hand-crafted items and
gifts will be on sale.
Refreshments available. Entry is
free. If you would like to donate
cakes, raffle or tombola prizes
(or help in any way), please
contact Julia Greensall on 07855
843 914.

Christmas Mystery Prize
Competition

Please donate Christmas
themed gifts, for adults and
children, and leave in the
labelled bag in the Narthex. Aim
of the competition: guess how
many gifts are in the bag(s)! The
closest number will win the
bag!! Collections will be in
November, and the competition
will open in December - results
announced Sunday 20th
December.

The Catholic Parish of
Kenilworth: St Francis and
St Augustine

Fr Kevin’s formal lunch and
presentation will take place on
Sunday 23 November at 10.30
am for Mass followed by lunch.
If you would like to attend the
lunch, the last chance to add

This will take place on Saturday 13 December in St
Francis Church. Join us for a time of reflection and
prayer in the rush of Christmas preparation, with

2025 SPAN CHRISTMAS SUPERMARKET VOUCHERS APPEAL

SPAN is helping local families who
are struggling this Christmas by
giving supermarket food vouchers

- a feature of our work in recent years;
itis valued and continues to

be necessary.

In recent years, we raised over
£4,000 and helped around 50
families referred by our 5 local
Catholic primary schools. In
addition, several refugee
families,

10 parishioner families were also
supported with supermarket
vouchers and 75 families
identified by Social Services were
also helped. Families received
vouchers for between £40 and
£60 depending on the family size.

DONATING TO SPAN
Place cash or cheques in the
green envelopes.
Return in SPAN boxes or a
Sunday collection.

Or Bank transfer to SPAN,
Sort code 40-27-06 Account
21324004 with reference
“Vouchers”.

To Gift Aid this, email
michaelbarker77 @sky.com
Or post a cheque to SPAN c/o
Michael Barker 77 Montrose
Avenue, Leamington Spa,
CV32 7DS. Write ‘vouchers’ on
the back of any cheque.

Or use our JustGiving page
www.justgiving.com/
campaign/spanxmas25

How can you help?
Whatever contribution you can
give will make a difference and
put food on the table for local
families

at Christmas.

Early donations will help SPAN
know how much we have
available to distribute to
families.

Gift Aid or Standing Order Forms

can be printed from our webpage www.catholicleamington.org.uk/span
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input from Fr Ryan and Dr Emma Mason
(Warwick University, English department).
Maybe you haven’t been on a retreat day
before. All are welcome. The theme is
around ‘hopeful expectation’. There will
be Mass, a talk, guided prayer, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, and
refreshment. If you’d like to help with this
initiative, please contact Fr Ryan. To
attend, please complete the online

form or email the Parish.

In search of an organist At St Francis, we
are blessed with a wonderful music group
that animates our liturgy at the 10.30 am
Mass and on other occasions. It would be
good if there was also an organist for
other weekend Masses where possible.
Are you reading this as an organist? Would
you be willing to support the liturgy in this
way? No audition necessary! Please speak
to Fr Ryan.

St Joseph’s, Whitnash
Gala Dinner

On Saturday 6 December, join us for an
inspiring evening of fellowship and fine
dining. This special event will bring our
community together to celebrate faith,
unity, and the shared mission of
preserving our beloved church. Enjoy a
delightful meal, uplifting music, dance, games and
warm company. The Gala Dinner is fund raising for
Church Maintenance, crucial to maintain and
restore our sacred space for generations to come.
Tickets £12.00, children free. Please email the
Parish Office to request tickets
stjoseph.whitnash@rcaob.org.uk or call 01926

772712,

Catholic Leamington

St Peter's Choir Christmas concert will take place
on Sunday 14 December at 5.00 pm. We look
forward to share with you an eclectic mix of carols
from around the world. Details to follow.

Catholic Chaplaincy The Catholic chaplain at
Warwick University would be delighted to meet
you. You may receive an email bulletin of events
and worship at the chaplaincy, and CathSoc

contacts by emailing the chaplain Fr Simon Baker,
at simon.baker.2@warwick.ac.uk We are
delighted to have you in our parish too and invite
you to the Young Adults Group. Text Freya 07565
142204 or connect via Instagram
@catholicleamingtonyag

St Peter’s Christmas Fair Please join us to enjoy
the fun! Saturday 15 November from 1.00-3.30
pm. Admission free. Tombola, games, white
elephant, refreshments, craft stall, cake stall and
much, much more. Youngsters can visit Father
Christmas in his grotto free of charge! Donations
are needed. Bottles, chocolates, homemade
cakes, jams, chutneys, toiletries, any unwanted
gifts you may have received, jewellery, plants and
produce. Please bring them to Pastimes in St
Peter’s Hall on any Tuesday from 9.30 am to 3.30
pm or, up to Friday 14 November, leave at the
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Piety shop or in the Hall after 11.15 am Mass.

Our Lady’s Christmas Fair takes place on Saturday
29 November at Our Lady’s, Valley Road,
Lillington. Donations can be left in the lower hall
after Sunday Mass.

St Mary Immaculate, Warwick & St Charles
Borromeo, Hampton-on-the-Hill
Mass intentions

We are going back to the traditional method of
asking for a Mass intention. The electronic
method has meant that sometimes they get lost in
the sea of emails and there’s no way of recording
the stipend. Please remember that a priest’s Mass
intention is his private intention for a particular
Mass, other people will be at Mass for a variety of
different reasons. The envelopes are at the back
of church, please put them in the collection, hand
to Fr Patrick or post through presbytery letterbox.

St Mary’s Shoe Box Appeal

Empty boxes are available in the porch. Also,
there is a box of hats, scarves and soft toys in the
Martyrs’ room which can be taken and included in
the boxes. Full boxes should be returned by the
11.00 am Mass on Sunday 16 November.

Young Adults

A group for our young adults inspired by the ‘Faith
on Tap’ idea where we meet in a pub, look at a
theme together, and simply enjoy getting to know
other young Catholics. If this is something you’d
be interested in being part of, please contact Fr
Patrick or Fr Ryan in Kenilworth through the
parish email. First meeting Tuesday 11 November
at 7.00 pm at the Old Post Office opposite St Mary
Immaculate.

St Vincent de Paul Society

We’d like to support the asylum seekers at the
nearby Delta Hotel. Donations are sought as

2025 SVP Christmas Hampers for needy families in Catholic Leamington

We are appealing for donations of non-perishable food items such as

. tinned, packeted and dried food

. . \“G CO//
. bottled and tinned soft drinks > fﬁ
)
~ z
. chocolates -Vl.
o snacks . D =
. = 2
. biscuits > >
o AC Y

and most importantly

o Christmas items such as mince pies
. small or large puddings

o selection boxes and

o Christmas crackers

Donations are needed by Sunday 7th December.

Items can be brought to Mass on the weekends of 23rd and 30th November and
7th December. There will be a box in the entrance area to take your donation.
Can you help? The SVP are looking to recruit helpers for the box dressing and the
hamper making sessions.

Box dressing on Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd December at 7pm-9pm to
construct the 70 flat pack boxes already donated; wrapping paper and tape will be
available. Bring anything else you might think will be helpful. Please let David
Burton know if you can make either time davidburton636@gmail.com. We will be
in the main hall at St Peter’s.

We need a few volunteers to collect and move donations from SP’s church to the
main hall after these Masses, please let David davidburton636@gmail.com or
Peter peter.may@yahoo.com know if you can help. Masses at OL’s and SJ’s are
covered. Filling the hampers on Saturday 13th December, 10am to 4pm in the
main hall at the St Peter’s centre. Light refreshment will be provided!



follows: T-shirts, hoodies, joggers, shorts, please book your place: smscretreats@gmail.com

jumpers, coats, woolly hats and new underwear &  Eriends of the Holy Land Christmas stall after 6pm
socks. Trainers & sliders sizes 7-12. These should Mass on 22 Nov and 11 am Mass on 23 Nov, selling

be suitable for men and in a clean and good cards, decorations and gifts made by Christians in
condition. Also, footballs, playing cards, the Holy Land.
dominoes, badminton racquets /shuttlecocks, See www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk. Please

straightforward board games. Boxes provided in bring cash.

'
the Martyr's Room. Pilgrimage to Assisi

Advent Poetry Retreat Fr Patrick & Fr Ryan are running a joint pilgrimage
An Advent Poetry Retreat will take place on from 2-6 March 2026. The cost is £725 (sharing) or
Saturday 29 November from 2.00-5.30pmin St £855 (single). Please see the form on the St Mary
Mary Immaculate Parish Hall, on the theme of Immaculate website (under ‘Assisi Pilgrimage’ on

Pope Leo's first Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te.  the |eft-hand side) for all the details including how
Readings, tea and cake provided. No charge but {5 pook.

O | l Sunday 28 September 2025, at St. Joseph’s, Whitnash, | received my Silver Medal of

Merit for 20 years of Altar Serving within the Guild of St. Stephen. How time flies.

| began serving over two decades ago after my First Holy Communion. St. Joseph’s were recruiting
Altar Servers by offering free chocolate! As a novice Altar Server, | was described as cheeky, chatty
and disruptive. I’'m not sure if much has changed in the following 20 years, but perhaps these qualities
have been toned down since getting married last year and becoming a parent this year. Since my
teenage years, | have taken great pride in training all the new Altar Servers at St. Joseph’s. l instruct
them on the importance of our role in helping the
priest with the smooth running of the Holy Mass.

| like to emphasise to the servers the importance
of working together as a team and not worrying if »
things go wrong, as it’s never the end of the Rl - ﬁ
world. The children always seem to enjoy serving 2 . !335
and the responsibility they are entrusted with 5 7
from such a young age to help with worship.

ety

On Saturday 6 October 2025, Fr. David and | took |
five of our Altar Servers to the annual Guild of St. E fi
Stephen Mass of Thanksgiving in the Archdiocese 1‘4 P
at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham. It was our gL
servers’ first time at the Mass (attended by a \
record 300 Altar Servers from across the
diocese). To witness our servers’ surprise at the size of the Guild of St. Stephen was heartwarming. It
made them realise how important their service is, and how much they are appreciated. I’'m truly
grateful to have such an amazing group of Altar Servers and want to thank each and every one of
them for all they do at St. Joseph's.

If you are interested in becoming an Altar Server | would encourage you to sit, pray and reflect on the
idea and speak to Fr. David or Fr. Stephen. I’m also more than happy to talk and pray with anyone.
Becoming an Altar Server has had a huge impact on my life, both inside and outside of the church. |
wouldn’t be the person | am today without Altar Serving and the many kind and generous family
members, priests and parishioners who have helped shape me throughout my time at St. Joseph’s.
Roll on the next 20 years.

Niall Herbert — MG, St. Joseph’s, Whitnash
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CAFOD World Gifts

This year's catalogues are now available at the back of our churches. If you
want to give something meaningful, which reflects our Christian values and
the true spirit of Christmas, please support this worthwhile fundraising.

Gaza Ceasefire

The ceasefire is significant and welcome, but it is just the first step. Aid has not
yet been permitted to enter at the scale that is needed, and the humanitarian situation remains
catastrophic. CAFOD continues to stand with families as they overcome the devastation of war. Our
Church partners are already on the ground, providing emergency food, shelter and medical care, plus
mental health support. Within the last few weeks, our partner Caritas Jerusalem has delivered 10,000
cans of baby formula to families with newborns and young children who have been struggling to feed
them during the conflict. We are working together with supporters like you to consistently provide
life-saving aid to families living through this conflict. Please continue to donate and pray for our
neighbours in this war-torn region. Call 0303 303 3030 to make a card payment over the phone.
Donate by bank transfer. Account name: CAFOD. Account number: 11769410. Sort Code: 160030. Bank:
Royal Bank of Scotland. Send an email to dpt@cafod.org.uk confirming the amount, date of remittance
and reason for donation (eg the name of your fundraiser, Lent Family Fast Day etc). If a full title is
required, it is: Catholic Agency For Overseas Development/

Donate by text: Text CAFOD to 70460 to donate £10. You can also donate online at cafod.org.uk/
envelope, call 0303 303 3030 or text CAFOD to 70560 to donate £10.00.

Global Debt - campaign update

This is a long struggle, but many things are encouraging us and show that our efforts in this Jubilee
Year have been worthwhile.

We’ve helped to build the case internationally. Tackling the debt crisis is now on the agenda for world
leaders and financial institutions, dominating discussion in 2025 global summits, from the G7 to the
UN General Assembly and the G20 Summit. Campaigners made a huge noise about debt justice at
every major political moment that pushed the issue into the spotlight. After the Financing for
Development Conference in Seville in June, a major global initiative attended by over 50 Heads of State
and almost all governments globally, the outcome document (that all parties signed up to), included a
pledge to “encourage[s] jurisdictions to consider passing legislation aimed at limiting holdouts by
creditors”, ie tackle the behaviour of the big banks, which is exactly what we’ve been calling for.

Our campaigning this year has helped put global debt on the map here in the UK and made it
impossible for our government to ignore. We've established a regular back and forth with them on
the policy detail that’s needed, and we’re continuing to build and work with a supportive group of
backbench MPs. We’ve secured and contributed to dozens of parliamentary meetings and events
making the case for a Debt Justice Law.

For more information on previous campaigns please go to campaigns@cafod.org.uk

Thank you for your continued support.
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Join us for an inspiring evening of fellowship, fine dining,
and generosity at our Gala Dinner in Support of Church
& Maintenance. This special event brings our community ¥
together to celebrate faith, unity, and the shared mission of
preserving our beloved church.
e
& e
“  Enjoy a delightful meal, uplifting music, dance , games and *
warm company as we raise funds to maintain and restore

our sacred space for generations to come .
Tickets £12.00, children free.

Please e mail the Parish Office to request tickets
stjoseph.whitnash@rcaob.org.uk | 01926 772712
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St Joseph's Church, Whitnash
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